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	INFORMATION FROM THE ASCA NEWSDESK

March 2007


If you wish to receive the newsletter directly please email the Secretary, Margaret Evans at mevans@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au to be included on the email distribution list.

ASCA EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS 2007- VACANCIES

Nominations for the ASCA Executive will be received this year as part of the Annual General Meeting.  Elections will be conducted and successful candidates announced at the meeting.  This year we have two members who will not be nominating, our President, Kevin Hill who is retiring after many years and Mark Brady who has been an Executive Member for the past four years.

The process will be as follows: - nomination forms will be mailed out in July to financial member Councils with the completed forms to be sent to the Returning Officer in Darwin one month prior to the AGM (the date and details will be included on the form).  Candidates will be given an opportunity of a 3 minute presentation at the AGM before members vote.  Successful candidates will be announced during the AGM.

If you have the time to devote and are prepared to be a worker and possess skills to promote and develop the aims and objectives of the Association you may wish to consider nominating.  Although these are all voluntary positions, the future progress and survival of the organisation depends solely on the commitment, dedication and the work undertaken by the Executive.  A Roles and Responsibilities statement for each of the positions on the Executive is available on request.

2007 ASCA CONFERENCE IN DARWIN – 30 SEPTEMBER – 3 OCTOBER
This year’s ASCA Conference will be held in Darwin from 30 September – 3 October with the theme “Making the Connection”.  Delegates will be offered an innovative program including panel discussions, sharing of sister city experiences and achievements and a number of interactive workshops.

2007 is a time for celebrating with the 25th anniversary of the Australian Sister Cities Association, Darwin City Council being 50 years old and also Darwin’s 25th anniversary of the signing of their first sister city agreement in 1982.

Darwin is also offering a dynamic youth program facilitated by the Youth People of Darwin through that Council’s Youth Advisory Group.  The theme for the youth program is “tune in to your world”. 

Please consider bringing a young person to participate in ASCA’s youth program for 2007.   Attendance at the youth program is conditional upon an adult delegate from the Council sponsoring the youth delegate being registered and in attendance during the period of the conference. 

If you require further information please visit the website on www.ascadarwin2007.com or contact Samantha French at Darwin City Council on email: S.French@darwin.nt.gov.au.

PROPOSED CHANGE OF NAME FOR ASCA
At the last AGM the following Notice of Motion was considered:

“That the Australian Sister Cities Association investigate the feasibility of changing its name
 to Sister Cities Australia”.

The Executive have investigated the various costs associated with a name change and will be reporting back to members at the next AGM in Darwin.
WEBSITE LINK – GIFT PAGE
The Executive is always appreciative of any suggestions or ideas received from its members and a recent suggestion to share gift ideas amongst our members was discussed with a proposal for members to forward photographs and or descriptions of gifts they have used for their sister cities which could be placed as a link on ASCA’s website.

Please send photographs and or descriptions of gift ideas to our Web Liaison Officer, Caisley Graham on email caisley.graham@bigpond.com 

The establishment of a web link will depend on the responses received.

ASCA’s STRATEGIC PLAN 2008-2013
As ASCA’s 2004-2007 Strategic Plan expires at the end of this year, a session will be included as part of this year’s conference to develop the next plan which will be for a five year period.

Members are encouraged to attend the session, which will give them the opportunity to contribute to the contents of the new plan, which is proposed to run for 5 years.

RESOURCE REFERENCE – REQUEST FROM MEMBERS
ASCA receives enquiries from time to time regarding Strategic Plans.  Would any member Council, Committee or Association that has developed a Sister City Strategic Plan please advise Margaret Evans, Secretary on mevans@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au.  A Data Base will then be created for the reference of ASCA members.

REMEMBER SISTER CITIES DAY THIS YEAR – 5 JULY
For those who may not be aware, the inaugural Sister Cities Day took place in Cairns on July 5, 1996 with the councils of all the signatories to the declaration later receiving from the Cairns City Council commemorative scrolls as a permanent record of the event.  Recognition of the day can be celebrated in various ways and if it is not possible to organize an event on that particular day, it would be appropriate to organize something during that week.

The Secretary will send out an email to members reminding them of the date prior to 5 July.

FEATURES IN SISTER CITIES NEWS
Members are encouraged to send any sister city related articles along with photographs, if available, to ASCA’s Sister Cities News Editor, Jim Mynard on email mynard@nex.net.au who will be happy to include them in a forthcoming edition of the newspaper.  This is a great way to show off and share the exciting sister city activities and programs conducted within your city.  Ideally the Sister Cities News Editor would appreciate articles from all over Australia.

Paid advertisements may also be placed in Sister Cities News at very reasonable rates. 

From the ASCA Executive
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