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“CHRISTMAS EDITION”

On behalf of the Australian Sister Cities Association (ASCA) we wish all members a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and the very best in 2007 with your sister city programs.

If you wish to receive the newsletter directly please email the Secretary, Margaret Evans at mevans@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au to be included on the email distribution list.

A GREAT SUCCESS - 2006 ASCA CONFERENCE IN DEVONPORT, TASMANIA

Those of you who attended ASCA’s annual conference in Devonport this year, would agree that it was not only a success but a great opportunity once again to share some of those success stories in regard to your sister city programs with others having the same interests.

The success of the conference was attributed to not only the professional way in which the conference was organized, but also the dedication and commitment of the many volunteers who assisted in various roles during the conference.  

The Executive on behalf of its members extends their sincere appreciation to both the Devonport Council, the Organising Committee and all those associated with the conference.

Attached to this newsletter is the conference evaluation form for those who attended the conference and details of where to send the completed form are located on the form.

STRATEGIC PLAN 2004-2007 STATUS REPORT
The Strategic Plan’s objectives have been reviewed and were available for the information of members at the conference.  If you were not in attendance at the conference and wish to receive a copy of the report please advise the Secretary, Margaret Evans (email address above) who will forward you an electronic copy.  The Executive is pleased with the progress to date and is aiming to have all objectives met by the end of the term of the Plan.

KLAFIR MOU
ASCA was pleased to sign a Memorandum of Understanding with KLAFIR (Korea Local Authorities Foundation for International Relations) at the conference and anyone is interested in receiving a copy, please contact the Secretary who will send a copy via email.

The purpose of the MOU was to formalise the relationship and assist in a closer working relationships between ASCA and KLAFIR in the future.

2007 & 2008 ASCA CONFERENCES
ASCA was pleased to announce that Gosford, NSW won the right to host the 2008 ASCA Annual Conference.  You will be advised of the dates once they have been confirmed.

The 2007 conference will be held in Darwin, Northern Territory from Sunday 30 September to Wednesday 3 October 2007.  The theme for the Conference is “Making the Connection”.

The Executive met briefly with the Darwin Organising Committee in Devonport and was very pleased with their progress to date.  You will receive an update in the next newsletter, however if you require further information please contact Samantha French at Darwin Council on email: S.French@darwin.nt.gov.au.

ASCA’S 25th ANNIVERSARY - 2007
ASCA will celebrate its 25th Anniversary as part of the annual conference in Darwin next year.  The Executive in conjunction with Darwin’s Conference Organising Committee is already planning towards this most significant milestone.

If you have any thoughts or suggestions on ways to celebrate this event, please contact the Secretary, Margaret Evans on (03) 9932 1043 or by email to mevans@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au
NAME CHANGE PROPOSAL
At this year’s Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday, 15 November, the following Notice of Motion was put forward:

“That the Australian Sister Cities Association investigate the feasibility of changing its name to Sister Cities Australia”

After some discussion an amendment to the motion was put forward as follows:

“That the Australian Sister Cities Association without further investigation change its name to Sister Cities Australia at this meeting”.

The outcome was that the amendment was declared lost and the motion was declared Carried.

The Executive will now further investigate this proposal and report back to members in Darwin.

SISTER CITIES DAY – 5 JULY
For those who may not be aware, the inaugural Sister Cities Day took place in Cairns on July 5, 1996 with the councils of all the signatories to the declaration later receiving from the Cairns City Council commemorative scrolls as a permanent record of the event.  Recognition of the day can be celebrated in various ways and if it is not possible to organize an event on that particular day, it would be appropriate to organize something during that week.

The Secretary will send out an email to members reminding them of the date prior to 5 July next year however in the meantime you may wish to think about a celebratory event.

FEATURES IN SISTER CITIES NEWS
Members are encouraged to send any sister city related articles along with photographs, if available, to ASCA’s Sister Cities News Editor, Jim Mynard on email mynard@nex.net.au who will be happy to include them in a forthcoming edition of the newspaper.  This is a great way to show off and share the exciting sister city activities and programs conducted within your city.  Ideally the Sister Cities News Editor would appreciate articles from all over Australia.

Paid advertisements may also be placed in Sister Cities News at very reasonable rates. 

From the ASCA Executive
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