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If you wish to receive the newsletter directly please email our Secretary, Margaret Evans at mevans@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au to be included on the email distribution list.

2005 ASCA CONFERENCE IN LATROBE, VICTORIA

www.sistercitiesconference.org.au
This year’s ASCA conference will be held in Latrobe City, Victoria from Sunday, 25 September to Wednesday, 28 September 2005.  The conference will commence with a cocktail reception on the Sunday evening and conclude with lunch on the Wednesday.

The conference theme “A New Energy in Sister Cities” will encourage all conference delegates to share a common bond of friendship commensurate with sister city relationships, underpinned by cultural, educational and economic exchanges.

The Executive encourages you to attend the conference and to seriously consider sending along young people from your council to participate in the youth program.  The youth program runs parallel with the adult program and has proven to be very successful and a great opportunity for young people to learn leadership and organising skills and at the same time mixing with other young people from throughout Australia.  The age group for young people to attend the conference is 16 – 23 years.

Registration forms will be available in early May, 2005.  To receive a registration form, please contact Yuki Poole, 2005 ASCA National Conference Secretariat, Latrobe City, P O Box 345, Traralgon   Vic   3844.  Email: yukipo@latrobe.vic.gov.au or Telephone (03) 5128 5624.

NEW YOUTH ADVISER
Ms Thu-Trang Tran was appointed ASCA’s Youth Adviser late last year and has brought with her expertise in the area of youth in governance.  Trang is also involved in the Foundation for Young Australians that is involved in development and research in the youth sector.

Some of Trang’s (as she likes to be called) activities with ASCA so far have been, developing a youth in governance proposal for the Executive to consider at their next meeting, working with the Youth Co-Ordinator at Latrobe on the conference youth program and updating the youth page on ASCA’s website.

Trang’s contact details are, Mobile 0421 119 065 or Email: tt_stuff@yahoogroups.com
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROTOCOL
Discussions are being held at the moment with Local and Federal Government bodies to seek funding to develop an international exchange protocol and the Executive will keep members updated as it progresses.

ASCA’S STRATEGIC PLAN
ASCA’s Strategic Plan for the period 2004-2007 is well underway and at the last meeting of the Executive work began on developing action plans on each of the objectives.  Delegates will receive an update of the plan at the Latrobe Conference in September.

ASCA’S 2007 CONFERENCE
Applications to host the 2007 ASCA Annual Conference will be sent out with the AGM documentation mail out towards the end of July with applications received considered by the Executive at its meeting prior to the Latrobe Conference with the winner being announced during the conference.

Both the Application Form and the Rules for Hosting have recently been reviewed and updated by the Executive.  The Rules for Hosting is available on the website and the form will be sent out as indicated above.

If you wish to receive documentation directly please contact the Secretary, Margaret Evans on (03) 9932 1043) or email mevans@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au.

ASCA POSITIONS ON THE EXECUTIVE
Nominations for the ASCA Executive will be received this year and as part of the Annual General Meeting elections will be conducted and successful candidates announced at the meeting.

The process will be as follows: - nomination forms will be mailed out in July with the completed forms to be sent to the Returning Officer in La Trobe one month prior to the AGM (the date will be included on the form).  Candidates will be given an opportunity of a 3 minute presentation at the AGM before members vote.  Successful candidates will be announced during the AGM.

If you have the time to devote, are prepared to be a worker and possess skills to promote and develop the aims and objectives of the Association you may wish to consider nominating.  Although these are all voluntary positions, the future progress and survival of the organisation depends solely on the commitment, dedication and the work undertaken by the Executive.

REGISTER OF AFFILIATIONS – CHANCE TO WIN A DINNER
ASCA is undertaking a review of the Register of Affiliations to ensure that the details shown in relation to all affiliations are correct.  Please email the information in relation to your Council to Margaret Evans, Secretary of ASCA at: mevans@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au 

Those members who respond will be in the draw at ASCA’s next conference to be held in Latrobe,Victoria in September 2005 for a dinner for two at one of  Latrobe’s leading restaurants.

Name of Council 








Contact Name at Council: 







Contact Email address: 







Name of Council’s Sister City/Cities and Year Established/Formalised:

ADVERTISING WITHIN SISTER CITIES NEWS
Members are encouraged to send any sister city related articles along with photographs, if available, to ASCA’s Sister Cities News Editor, Jim Mynard on email mynard@nex.net.au who will be happy to include them in a forthcoming edition of the newspaper.  This is a great way to show off and share exciting sister city activities and programs conducted within your city. 

Ideally the Sister Cities News would appreciate articles from all over Australia.

From the ASCA Executive
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