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peaceful co-existence worldwide.
MESSAGE FROM BILL

Yesterday | had cause to sign and then
date a document. Signing was no prob-
lem however when attaching the date it
was with some concern | realised that
we are fast approaching the half way
point of 2013. Where does the time
go? The reality of this is that it makes
one more aware of the necessity of
completing those long shelved tasks
and in the realm of Sister Cities | would
suggest the same applies. How many
out there were intending to submit an
entry for the awards in 2013 and some-
how just haven't managed to

allot the time to do so. Never mind,
there is always next year!
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There are some exciting times ahead
with some of the upcoming events
around the Nation not least of which
will be the Annual Conference to be
hosted by Broken Hill Council running
from 10 - 13 November. Speaking with
Mayor Wincen Cuy recently it was cer-
tainly apparent the whole community is
getting behind the event and after
working on the program with Shannan
Botten | can assure you of a rewarding
and enlightening time. May | also rec-
ommend you spend some more time
either pre or post conference to take in
some of the amazing experiences
available in and around The Hill.
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Following on from there | can also recommend sending some
young adults along as the program is being put together to give
them a wonderful introduction to Sister Cities, a taste of life in the
real Outback of Australia and the opportunity to learn many life
skills. As a bonus to participating Councils the registration fee for
Youth Workers will be the same as for the Youth and | can assure
you that all registrations are more than affordable.

On August 5th at the Westin Sydney, in collaboration with Japan
National Tourism Organisation and the Consulate General of Ja-
pan, Clair Sydney will host the Japan - Australia Sister Cities Rela-
tionship. In 1963 the link was formed between Yamato Takada in
Nara Prefecture and Lismore in NSW and this was the first Japan
Australia Sister City relationship.

Whilst on the subject of CLAIR | wish to extend a warm SCA wel-
come to new Deputy Director, Mr. Tsuyoshi Ito and trust he enjoys
his time here in Australia. | trust he will be a good singing partner
for Director Yasuhiko Tanabe.

In March | was privileged to attend the SCNZ National Conference
and certainly enjoyed my time in Tauranga. As with us all the con-
cerns are much the same on both sides of the Tasman and both
SCA and SCNZ are looking at ways in which we may work more
closely together and explore means of funding and expanding the
roles of our two organisations. Congratulations to new President
Mrs Hiromi Morris, we look forward to continuing our work with you
and your new board.

On March 22nd Vice President Jan Teasdale represented SCA at
the Japan Sister Cities Forum in Perth, WA. The event was held at
the official residence of Mr.Ishikawa, Consul General of Japan,
Perth. Very meaningful discussions were held in regards to meas-
uring success and future programs. The strengthening of current
relations and how to initiate new links was

also explored.

At the recent SCA Executive meeting we discussed sister city rela-
tions with China and how SCA might facilitate a member’s delega-
tion to explore economic development opportunities there. The
Chinese People's Association for Friendship with Foreign Coun-
tries in Beijing are fully supportive of this proposal and Executive
member Sim Hayward will investigate the viability of these visits
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Sister Cities Australia (SCA) is a member’s organisation
which supports sister city affiliations. SCA aims to provide a
forum for cultural, economic and educational interchange
between communities and to encourage friendship, co-operation and understanding to improve
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Join us in Broken Hill for the annual SCA
Conference.

Yes, Broken
Hill; the world
renowned
mining city
overflowing with
Nationally
significant
heritage and
unique
experiences amid the iconic, accessible
outback.

From 10 - 13

November

2013 Broken

Hill will be

focusing on the

key elements

need for the

Sister Cities

movement to

continue to grow both domestically and
internationally. Sessions will include:

Community and business engage-
ment

Communication and social media
Fundraising and corporate partner-
ship

Volunteers

Succession planning

SCA will also be

harnessing the

delegate’s brain

power to inform

our strategic

plan and asking

for feedback on ™

services such as the website and looking for
ways to improve our flow of information.

Follow this link for full registration details
where you will also find documents on:

e Expression of Interest for Presenters

e Expression of Interest for Youth
Workers

e Sponsorship Prospectus

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the
conference please contact the Conference
Coordinator, Shannan Botten on

(08) 8080 3391 or the email link above.

National Awards will also be presented at
the Conference for programs of excellence.
To those who have advised us of their inten-
tion to enter, Vice President Jan will be in
touch with awards updates! We look forward
to receiving your submissions by July 31.

Also don’t forget that this will be an election
year. Have you considered nominating for a
position on the Board? Information to follow
but in the meantime contact the SCA Secre-
tary for further details.

with reference to the Study Tour for Adult Professionals she has successfully coordinated over the past 8 years with
China. Sister Cities is in the enviable position of being in a unique situation to open doors that would not normally be ac-
cessible. Should you be interested in joining a delegation, please register your expression of interest with the Secretary.

Your Executive are working on the new Strategic Plan, 2014 -18 and more about this will be both discussed and work
shopped in November.

2013 -
The Australia-Japan
Tourism Exchange Year

Tourism Australia and the Japan National Tourism
Organisation have joined forces to declare 2013 the

Australia-Japan Tourism Ex-

change Year. It's a fitting year
to celebrate as Lismore will

mark the 50th anniversary of
the very first sister city relation-
ship between Australia and
Japan with its gold anniversary
partner, Yamato Takada City in
Nara.

This month’s newsletter we will focus on

some of the great partnership stories
between Australia and Japan
to commemorate the
occasion

Silver Anniversary;
for the Blue Mountains and
Sanda, Japan

While Lismore hits it's golden anniversary with Nara,
The Blue Mountains are celebrating their silver anni-
versary with Sanda, Japan. The major activity to cele-
brate this milestone will be the opening of the Sanda
Friendship Gardens which will be officially opened

when a delegation visits in October this year.

&

It is also with pleasure that | announce the ap-
pointment of Kristen Sweeney as our new
Awards Judge. Kristen is from the City of Ca-
sey in Victoria and brings many years experi-
ence in Sister City events with her. She joins
SCA Awards judging panel members Colleen
Kime from Blue Mountains NSW and Mike
Jakins from Rockingham WA. Thanks for mak-
ing the commitment Kristen, we thank you sin-
cerely and look forward to working further with
you in the future.

This is a
great opportunity for you to get more of your
news and events spread through our commu-
nity but unless you use it, it won't have any
effect.

Yours in Sister Cities

Bill

Going for Gold;
50 years on from our first sister
city link with Japan

Exactly 18 years after the atomic bombing of the City
of Hiroshima, Lismore and Yamato Takada in Nara
took their first step towards healing the wounds of this
war. The first sister city signing between Japan and
Australia was taken in the spirit of human understand-
ing and peace and goodwill in a rapidly changing
world.

So how does a city celebrate these twin milestones?
By calling on the community to play an active part.
Lismore Council is asking shopkeepers to dress win-

dows and community groups to make memorable,
Australian-inspired gifts to be handed out.

Celebrations will commence with the unveiling of a
new monument on August 7 and a delegation from
Japan will enjoy some Aussie hospitality.

The Mayor, Jenny Dowell said “We’d love to hear from
local farmers or cottage industries that could open
their farm gates for the day to give the delegates a
taste of the wonderful landscape and produce we
have in the Northern Rivers."

The Sanda Friendship Gardens

As part of the Hobart-Yaizu Sister City relationship, three members of the ‘
Yaizu-Hobart Friendship Association and a Yaizu City staff member trav- s sistet Gy
elled from Japan to Hobart to participate in the Yaizu Japa“

’

The Yaizu visitors prepared and showcased unique Yaizu food products
including Deep Sea Water Tofu, Onigiri (Japanese Rice Balls), Genmai
Cha, Usucha Arare and Yaizu green leaf teas. The stall operated for the
first two days of the Taste Festival with free samples for visitors.

‘It was a wonderful opportunity for locals and tourists to experience a
genuine taste of Yaizu, to feel the energy of the Taiko Drummers, and
meet our Yaizu guests’, said Yukiko Burns, member of the Hobart-Yaizu
Sister City Committee. ‘The stall was a real community effort with mem-
bers of the sister city committee, the Australia Japan Society and Hobart
City Council staff all helping out.’

The City of Hobart and Yaizu City have developed a strong Sister City
relationship over the past 35 years. This vibrant and ongoing relationship
is enriched by students and the community visiting each others' countries
and has helped many Tasmanians to develop an understanding of an-
other culture and language.

Sister City Forums

The Consul-General of Japan, Perth; Mr Ishikawa
held a Japan Sister Cities Forum on 22 March. Among
the participants was Jan Teasdale, Vice President of
SCA who made a presentation on the merits of a vi-
brant sister city program.

WA is the sister state to Hyogo prefecture with nine
local governments maintaining 10 sister city relation-
ships with Japan.

The participants discussed the strategic objectives for
WA sister city relationships, the future of sister city
programs, and how to measure the success of sister
city programs.

Ako Choir Rocks Rockingham

A delegation of more than 50 representatives from Ako,
spent five days in and
Perth in March this year. The stars of the visit were the
33 member Children’s Choir who performed songs in
English and Japanese during their stay.

Cities Forum
Coming Up in Sydney

The Council of Local Authorities for International Rela-
tions (CLAIR) Sydney will host a forum on Australia/
Japan sister cities on Monday 5 August. The Forum
will look back at the development of sister city rela-
tionship over the past 50 years but most importantly
provide a space to discuss the further development of
these partnerships.

Rockingham deputy mayor Deb Hamblin said it was a
pleasure to welcome the choir back to the city for the
sixth time.

“Each opportunity we have to make contact with our
friends in Ako is a special occasion to share cultural and
educational knowledge,” she said.
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A congratulatory greeting will be delivered by Hon.
Andrew Stoner, MP, Deputy Premier of New South
Wales. Discussion on the evolution of Japan/Australia
sister cities relations will facilitated by Ms. Roberta
Ryan, Director of the Centre of Excellence for Local
Government (ACELG) at UTS.

Invitations and registration forms will be distributed
from the middle of June and members of SCA are
especially encouraged to attend as key stake holders
in these relationships.

This relationship began in 1997 and is clearly still going
strong.
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Join us on Facebook

In essence the goal of every sister city program is to
understand and appreciate other cultures and ways of life.

and embark on this journey together.
SCA invites you to contribute stories, photos, successes and

even failures to our Facebook so that we can all learn from
one another.
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